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CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH IN UNANI MEDICINE
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India

Department of AYUSH
THE COUNCIL
The Cenfral Cound for Research in Linani Medicine (CCRUM,) is an aulonomous organization under the
Ministry of Heatth and Family Welfare, Government of India, Department of AYUSH, Established in 1978, the
CCRUM started funciioning from 10 January, 1979, and ever since It has been busy researching into various
fundamental and applied aspects of Unani Medicine. Over tha years, the CCRUM has emerged as the world-
leader in the field,
THENETWORK
20 research Cantras of the Council are functioning in different parts of the Country.
THE AREAS OF ACTIVITY
The Rasearch Programme of the Council has four major compananis:
* Clinical Research " Drug Standardization * Literary Research * Survey and Cultivation of Medicinal Plants
THE MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS
Some significant achievements of the Councll are as follows:

> ' [}evelnping Research l <
Unani Medlﬂne
CLINICAL RESEARCH
. Has developed 24 Unani Drugs which are purely natural, standardized and without any side-affecls,
for successiul reatment of lewvcoderma, sinusitis, viral hepatilis, eczema, malaria, rheumatoid, arthritis and
bronchial asthma.
= Hasfiled patents on seven of these dnugs.
DRUG STANDARDIZATION
w Has evohved standards for 222 single and 385 compound Unani drugs,
+ Has signed a Memorandum of Undersianding with Council of Scientific and Indusirial Research (CSIR) for

taking up advanced research in the field of drug developmeant
LITERARY RESEARCH

. Has translated from Arabic and Persian info Urdu language 25 Unanl Medical Classics mosily
manuscripts.And has edited and publishad thess works.

SURVEY & CULTIVATION OF MEDICIMNAL PLANTS
- Has collected 58462 specimens of 1730 medicinal plants from the wild

- Lingartaking succassful cultivation of fourimporiant medicinal spacias

. Has gathered and documented 8650 folk medicinal claims

PUBLICATICHS

. Has produced over 1000 research papers and brought cul 116 research publications, besides regular

publications of a bimonthly CCRUM Newsletter, Quartery Urdu Journal Jahan-e-Tib and Annual Report.

For further information, please contact
Dwractor
CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH IN UNANI MEDICINE
Minisiry of Health and Family Welfare, Governmen! of India, Departrent of AYUSH
61-61 Institutional Area, Janakpuri, New Delhi 110058 (INDIA)
Tel: +91-11-28521981, 28525831, 52,62,83,97. FAX: +91-11-28522965
E-mail: unanimedicine@gmail.com & corumi@rediffmail com
Website: waw unanl.orgin & www,corum,ong
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ACTIVITIES AT IBN SINA ACADEMY
(From October to Dacember 2008)

Third Ibn Sind Memorial Annual Lecture

The lecture began with the Welcome
Address by Professor Hakim Syed Aillur
Rahman, (President of Ibn Sina Academy
of Medieval Medicine & Sciences). After
welcoming the speaker, the chairman and
other distinguished guests, he informed the
audience that |bn Sind memorial lecture is
being organized with full cooperation of
MNational Council for Promotion of Urdu
Language (NCPUL), Ministry of HRD, Govt
of India. The first lecture was delivered by
Saiyid Hamid (Chancelior, Jamia Hamdard,
New Delhi) in 2006 and the second by
Professor Syed Mushindl Hasan (Vice
Chancellor, Jamia Millia Islamia, MNew
Delhi) in 2007 For the third lectura, the
Academy has invited Dr. Syed Shahid
Mahdi. The tite of the lecture is “Ahad ba
ahad Maghrib, Isfam aur Musalmans "
He further stressed the need and relevance
of this topic in the present situation in our
country

Dr. Syed Shahid Mahdi (lAS). Ex-Vice
Chancellor, Jamia Millia Islamia (Mew
Delhi) and Vice President, Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR), delivered his
lbn Sind Memorial Lecture on 27" Dec,
2008 at the Academy. He reviewed era by
era the athitude of many European scholars
towards Islam and Islamic Scholars. He
said, ‘there is a need to reply back
scholarly the anti-lslamic presentation of
European scholars. However, he also
wamead that we should not retaliate
emolionally against the European biases®,

Dr. Mahdi examined cnrtically the historical
analysis of Islam by many European
scholars., He quoted from English writings
of about 50 European scholars and their
biased attitude towards Islam, He also
taked about the intellectual efforts of
Muslim Spain during the middle age, and in
the Ilast century the great impact of
Jamaluddin Afghani on the Muslim mind.
He dwelt also on the reform movements in
the Islamic world, especially on the Indian
subcontinent, for instance by Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan, Mohammad Igbal, which
movement resulied in the establishment of
a Madrasah at Deoband. and Madwatul
‘Ulema’ at Lucknow, and also the Aligarh
movemeant.

While presiding the function, the renowned
scholar Professor Riazur Rahman Khan
Sherwani (President of Muslim Educational
Conference) mentioned the contribution of
|Ibn Rushd, Ibn Baja, Ibn Tufail, Farabi, Al-
Kindi and lbn Sind and their impact later on
the philosophical thinking of European
scholars. However he also shared some
view points of European scholars as well.

At the end, Professor SM Razaullah Ansan
(General Secretary, ibn Sina Academy)
moved a vote of thanks. Several teachers of
Aligarh Muslim University including many
senior professors such as Masoodul Hasan,
Ather Husain Siddigi, Asloob Ahmad Ansari,
Ifikhar Alam Khan, Shan Mohammad, Ali
Mohammad Naqvi, Ishrat Hussain Faroog,
Ahmad Khall Jafri, Syed Hashim Rizvi, etc,,
also attendad tha memorial leciura,

World AIDS Day 2008

A function to felicitate an eminent
entreprenaur and public health worker of
USA - Mrs. Afshan M. Hashmi, was hosted
on 1% of December 2008 by Indian Medical
Association (Aligarh Branch) and Ibn Sina
Academy of Medieval Medicine & Sciences
Tha AIDS Cell of the Academy announced

a
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the name of Dr. Afshan N Hashmi for the
second prestigious ‘lbn Sing Public Health
Award’. Dr. Hashmi is the President of
USA based Global Regulatory and
Business 3olutions, She had receved most
of her education from Aligarh Muslim
University (India) and advanced fraining
from Johns Hopkins University {(USA) and
University of Maryland (USA). Later she
worked in different organizations in the US
as a Public Health Scientist and launched
her own company, which within a shor
period has reached a noticeable level on
the competitive horizon. This Award was
constituted in the year 2007 (o be
presented on the World AIDS Day to
professionals dischamging leadership roles
in the field of public health. The Award for
2008 was presented to Dr. Hashmi at a
function organized on the occasion of
Word AIDS Day in the Library Hall of lbn
Sina Academy. The AIDS Cell of the Ibn
Sina Academy in collaboration with Indian
Medical Association, Aligarh Branch,
hosted academic symposium & public
health swareness programs to mark the
Word AIDS Day Or V. K. Jain a
renowned pediatrician, as chief guest
mnaugurated the exhibiton on thematic
posters (AIDS) and display of various
publications and CDs on HIVIAIDS, while
Or. Ashok Kumar (Ashok Pathology Chinic),
Or Ajay Minal (Mittal Diagnostic Lab), Or.
Rajeev Varshney (Amnt Nursing Home)
and Dr Syed Ziaur Rahman (Honorary
Consultant, AIDS Cell, Ibn Sina Academy)
spoke on vanous aspects of HNWV/AIDS.
Praf. Syed Zillur Ranman (Presldent, (bn
Sind Academy) chaired this function. Dr.
Atul  Singhai  (President, IMA, Aligarh
Branch). Prof. H. 5. Khan (Modal Officer,
ART Centrs, Aligarh), Prof. Jameela Majid
Siddigui, Dr. Snehlata Jain, Dr. Naveen
Jain, DOr Fakhre Alam, Dr  Alok
Kulshrestha, DOr. Md. Tauheed ahmad, Dr.
Yogesh Khunte, Dr. M. Aslam, Dr. Md,
Iftakhar, Mr S H. Zahid Jamal and Mr.

Mafees Ahmad and others attended the
programme.

Kaviyon ainw Shairon ki Shaam Aapke
Naam

On the occasion of Eidul Fitr, Shikhar (a
cultural and social organization) organized
a programme at Library Hall of lbn Sina
Academy on October 4, 2008 for the Hindi
and Urdu Poels. It was compered by Mr
Harigh Betab, (PRO, lbn Sind Academy &
Secretary General, Ganesh Shankar
Journalist Press Club, Aligerh). Large
number of Urdu and Hindi poets attended
and recited their poems.

IDB/MET Weekly Meetings at Ibn Sind
Academy

Scholars supported by Muslim Educational
Trust (MET) & Islamic Development Bank
{IDB) mel at lbn Sina Academy to listen
talks of many imelectuals Dr. Shahid
Malik, Honorary Students Counsalor (North
Zone) convened these mesetings on every
Friday. DB Jeddah scholarshp pogamme is
basically a programme {0 improve the
educational standards of the Muslim
Community in India and in 48 other
countries. The Bank aims to develop the
potentigliies of the Muslim Students by
awarding Loan Scholarship to those who
are meritorious and enthusiastic, bul are
unabple to pursue higher studies due 1o
financial difficulties.

Visit of Important Personalities

Following dignitaries visited the Acadeamy:

1. Delegates, Re-orientation Programmes,
UGC Academic Siaff Collage, AMU,
Aligarh, 4™ October 2008

2. Delegates, Subject Refresher Coursas,
UGC Academic Siaff Collega, AMU,
Aligarh, 8" Oclober 2008. On this
occasion, a leciure on cultural history
was delivered by Prof. Syed Zillur
Rahman.
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3. Dr. Nasir Abbas Nayyar (Urdu Critic and
Poel), Multan University.  Multan,
Pakistan, 26" November 2008

4 Dr Qazl Abid (Urdu Fiction \Writer),
Lahore, Pakistan, 30" Novermnber 2008.

5 Dr. Abdul Jamil Khan, New York, LISA,
11" December 2008. Presented his
book: & compilation of his poetries.

& Mr. Sharig H. Khan, Germany, 20"
Decamber 2008,

7. Dr. Husain Nagamia (USA), Chairman,
International  Institute of  Islamic
Medicing (llIM), President, Islamic
Medical Association of North America
(IMAMA was founded in 1867) and
Associate Editor, The Joumal of
IMANA, 26" December 2008,

B8 Dr Tauadin Ahmed (USA), Treasurar,

inermational Institute of  Islamic
Medicine, 26" December 2008
IAMMS MEMBERS ACTIVITIES

Prof. Syed Zillur Rahman President, |bn

Sina Academy, has been inviled as

1 Member, Jury of Eminent Personalities,
air Syed Anhmad Khan |nternational
Award for Literature 2008, Constituted
by the Vice Chancelior of AMLU, Aligarh,
October 7, 2008

2 Chief Guest, Sir Syed Day Celebration,
Allama Igbal Hall, Algarh  Muslim
University, Aligarh, 17" October 2008

3 Chief Guest, Prize Distribution Function,
World Osteoporosis Day, AK Tibbiya
College, AMU, Aligarh, 20" October
2008

4 Chef Guesl, Re-origntation Training
Programme Department of (Imul Advia,
AK Tibbiya College, AMU, Aligarh, 31
December 2008

He attended also the following international

confarences:

1. International Congress of Traditional and
Cornplementary Medione, Ressarch Canie for
Tradional and Complementary Medicine,

Mazandaran University of Medical
Sciences, Sar, fran, QOctober 2ZB-31,
2008. Presented a paper on "Medical
Heritage of Ibn Sina" and adjudged the
poster presentations

2. Seminar on Hakeem Mohammad
Saeed, Pakistan Assodiation for Eastern
Medicina, Hamdard Markaz, Lahore,
November 7, 2008. Invited as Guest of
Honaour

3. Igbal Day Celebrations, Sir Syed
Memorial Soasty, Islamabad, Pakistan,

November 20, 2008. Presented
presidential remarks.
4. Hamdard  International  Integrative

Medicine Conference on "Expanding
the Honzen of Integrabive Medicine.
Faculty of Eastern Medicine, Hamdard
Urreersily, Karach, Pakastan, Novemnber 24-26,
2008 Defvered Keynote address in the
inaugural function and presided a
gession on “Memorial Leclure on
Hakeem Abdul Hameed'. Prof Hkm
Abdu! Hannan, Dean Faculty of Eastern
Medicine delivered the first “Prof
Hakeem S. Zillur Rahman Qration”,

Prof. 5. M. Razaullah Ansari (General
Secretary of lbn STnd Academy) was invited
fo chair the Technical Session-1, of the
Workshop on "Web 2.0 in Education’
organised by the FTK Cenire for
Information Technology of the Jamia Millia
Islamia [New Delhi) on Nov .4, 2008

Another significant development is that
Prof. 5. M. R Ansari has been nominated
by the Indian National Scence Academy
(INSA}, New Delhi, for the position of the
First Vice-President of the IUHPS
Executive Council. IUHPS slands for the
Intermational Union of History and
Philosophy of Science. It sponsors and
organizes every four years the International
Congress of History of Science (ICHS)
INSA is the official adhering institubion to
IUHPS. Accarding to our information, the

‘
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International Nomination Commitee of
IUHPS has approved the inclusion of Prof
Ansaris name for the above-mentioned
position in the official panel of the Council,
lbn Sina Academy wishes Prof. Ansan all
success &t the election of the Council,
which will take place at the General
Assembly of IUHPS during 23™ ICHS, to be
held in Budapest, July 28-Aug 2, 2009 For
detail about the Budapest Congress refer to
item: “Forthcoming Conferences™ in this
Is5Le.

Dr. Syed Ziaur Rahman. Treasurer, |bn

Sina Academy and lecturer, Department of

Pharmacology, JNMC, AMU, Aligarh, has

baan appointed as
Convener, Lirban Health, Indian Medical
Association, Aligarh Branch for a
session 2008-2009.

2. Coordinator, ITP-IPS MNational
Phammacclogy Quiz, Special Quiz
Centre, Jawaharlal MNehru Medical
College, AMLU, Aligarn, December 14,
2008.

3. Resource Person, Training Programme
for coordinators of the regional and
peripheral Pharmacovigilance Centres
for Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani (ASLU)
Drugs under the sponsorship of WHO
Country Office, India, 14" December
2008, Deliverad two leclures viz. “Need
of Pharmacovigilance for ASLU Drugs”
and "Causality Analysis™ and presentad
concluding remarks as Guest of Honour
in the Valedictory Function.

4. Guest Speaker, "Antibiotic Resistance”,
Conference Hsll, Dr. 2 A Dental
College, AMU, Aligarh, November 2008,

Dr. Rahman attended also the following

conferences and seminars

5. Third [Intemational Symposium on
Recent Advances in Cardiovascular
Scences, Dehi Instuie of Phamacaufca
sciences and Research (DIPSAR), In
collaboration with Intl  Academy of

Cardiovascular Sciences, Govt. of NCT,
New Delhi, India, December 17" 2008.
& 41% Annual Conference of Indian
Fharmacological  Society,  [TP-IPS
National Pharmacology Conference,
AlIMS, MNew Delhi, December 18-20,
2008. Presented a paper entities,
Lifestyle Drugs — Are we ready? Also

MEMBERS NEWS IN BRIEF

Guest Lecture at ZA Dental College

Drug resistance can be considered as a
natural response to the seleclive pressure
af the growing drug marketing. Though,
there I8 an increasing incidence of
antibiotic-resistant pathogens all over the
world, but, slill few measures are being
taken in this direction, remarked Dr
Rahman, While, delivering the guest lecture
as a part of Continuing Dental Education
(CDE) on "Antibiotic Resistance” at the
Conference Hall of Or. Z A Dental College,
AMU, Aligarh.

Dr. Syed Jdiaur Rahman, Lecturer,
Department of Pharmacology, JNMC, AMU,
Aligarh, enlightened with a few astonishing
facts related to antibioic resistance. It is
estimated that more than 5000 to 10000
different species of bacteria five in the
human boady but some are real pathogen.
The illegal, imrational and misuse of
antibiatic is the main reason in making
these few pathogens rasistant. A bacterium
that has been in existence for milion of
years without any opposition, is now
defeating 50-year-old antibictics. This is a
war of microevolution vs. microbial
evolution. Alexander Fleming, the discover
of first antibiotic, himseff recognized the
potantial danger of antibiclic resistance way
back in 1945
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It iz expected that at least 10 teams of 3
membears will play the final round.

The judges namely DOr Hammad Lsmani
(Department of Anaesthesiology), Dr.
Fiyush Kumar (Department of Psychiatry)
and Dr. Onwar Singh (Deparment of
Pharmacology) announcad the final results
and distributed the attendance cerificate to
all participants

Dr. Vaun Gupla (Deparment of
Pharmacology) and DOr. Girish Meshram
{Department of Pharmacology) helped in
maintaining the time and score. Or. Jamesl
Armad (Lechrer, Deparment of

announced a special prze from his side to
one of the altendee who answered highest
number of imes from the audience,

FELLOWSHIP

Chemical Heritage Society Fellowships
2009-10

After the session 2008-2009, successful
expansion of s exlensive fellowship
program,  the  Chemical  Heritage
Foundation (CHF) s happy o announce
the . start of the 200910 competilion
Generous pra- and postdoctoral fellowships
are available for research on the history of
chemistry, broadly construed, Fellowships
are avalable for periods of 1 (0 9 months,
and will be spent in residence at CHF in
Philadelphia, there are trevel grants
available for snorier resedarch projects

Frojects funded in the past range from the
history of Arabic alchemy and agricultural
improvemen i nanatechnology,
pharmaceutical ndustry ana trans fats
Research proposals detailing the
importance  of CHF's  wide-ranging
collections for the proposed project will be
considered with particular care. During the
fellowship tenure, CHF fellows form a wital
pat of CHF's inlelectual life, with

opportunities to publish in the Chemical
Heritage Magazine, and: o jon
corferences, talks, seminars and social
events.

Details about the fellowships and the
present feflow commurity at CHF and the
apphcation process, the online application
form and fellowship FACS may be found on
our new, improved fellowship webpage:
http:/fwwew. chemheritage_org/researchirese
arch.html. Our collections and other areas
of CHF can be explored via our general
webpage, www.chemhertage.org,. The
apphication deadline is 15 February 2008

For fuiher questions, piease contact Mr. Ronald
Brashear, Ms. Ashiey Augustyrisk and Dr. Anke

Tmmemmann at ielowships@chembenage oy

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES /
SEMINARS

Origins: The Historical Sciences in the
Age of Darwin Prospectus for a
workshop to be held at the University of
Chicago, June 2009

In the |late eighteanth and early nineteenth
centuries a powerful new framework of
ngquiry and explanation swept the human
and natural sciences: in cosmology and
classics, in embryoclogy and philcloagy, in
bwiogy and theology, history gripped the
mmagination of scholars and scientists. The
question of the originsg and development of
languages, species, peoples, and texis
became central to the most advanced
investigations conducted in the archives,
the field, and the laboratory. Literary forms
- the biography, lhe autobiography, the
Bildungsroman - that charled life
trajectories created namative models during
this period in the work of Johann Wolfgang
Goethe, Thomas Carlyle, and Jules
Michelel. In the immensely influential
schemes of Auguste Comte and Herbert
Spencer, Frangois Guizot and Henry

9
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Buckle, the courses of science and
civilization wera recapitulated - and
extrapolated into the future. Meditations
upon progress and its discontents in the
work of Karl Marx and John Stuart Mill,
Raipnh Waldo Emerson and Friedrich
Mietzsche took the pulse of an age
obsessed by history as a way of knowing
and imamning. Charles Darwin's On the
Ongin of Species (1858) erupted into an
intellectual world primed to appreciate its
questions, if not its answers. how did things
come to be as thay are now — and what will
they becomea?

As partof their ongoing cooperation in the
Histary of the Human Sciences and in
celebration of the Darwin Year 2009, the
University of Chicago and the Max Planck
Institute for the History of Science Berlin
will co-sponsor a workshop on all aspects
of the historical sciences from circa 1789 -
1914, Papers on all aspects of the historical
sciences during this penod are welcome,
including the emergence of new forms of
explanation (e.g. ontogenesis, evolutian,
epochal stages of history), the cultivation of
new farms of inquiry (e.g. reconstruction of
language families, archival research, time
series), philosophical reflections (e.g” an
+ the meaning and nature of progress or the
snares  of  hustoricism),  and  the
transformation of cultural consciousness
(e.g. through epics of national origins or
historical noveds). The aim of the workshop
is to highlight a program of scientific inguiry
ihat spanned the human and natural
sciences as well as leamed and lay
cultures.

The workshop will take place on June 5th
and 6th. Accommodatons and
fransportation will be provided for those
delivering papers. We encourage both
graduate students and faculty members to
submit an abstract by January 15th, 2009,
Send absiracts (o

Submilted by: Robert J. Richards, Morris
Fishbein Professor of the History of
Science, Conceptual and Historical Studies
of Scence, University of Chicago on bahalf
of Chicago-Max Planck Workshop, Fishbein
Center for the History of Science and
Medicine, University of Chicago, Chicago,
USA.

23" International Congress of History
and Philosophy of Science and
Technology, to be held in Budapest
(Hungary), July 28-Aug.3, 2009, '
The Congress (hereafter ICHST) is
sponsored by the International Union of
History and FPhilosophy of 5Science
(IUHPS), which s adhered to the
International Council of Scentific Union
(ICSU).. The second Circular of this
Congress can ba read at its YWebsite:

hitp /fwww .conferences. huichs08/, wherein
all detalls about the Congress Is prasanied.
The Chairperson of the Local Crganizing
Committee is Dr. Eva Vamos.

The readers may be informed that at the
Budapest Congress S5 symposia with
imvited talks are being organized by expert
historians of various sciences. Besides
them 34 sectional meetings on seven
different scientific branches will also be
organzed. At ICHST about 2000-3000
participants take part in its procgedings.
The last congress was organized in Beijing
{China) in 2005.

It may be mentioned in passing that Prof
S M Razaullah Ansar (Genaral Secratary
of lbn Sind Academy) is organising a
symposium with the tite: " Ancient And
Medieval  Astronomy  With  Special
Emphasis On- Its Socto-Cuffural Confext’
The Organizing Committee comprises; S,
M. R. Ansari (India) Chair, Julio Samso
(Spain), and Anne Tihon (Belgium), This
Symposium is being organized undar the

10
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auspices  of the IUHPS Historical
Commission for the History of Ancient and
Medieval Astronomy (CHAMA), President,
S M R Ansari; Secretary, Anne Tihon
Readers, who would like to be informed
about CHAMA, may visit its website;
hitp/ichamafiruclacbe and read ns
recent Newslatter (issue of Dec 2008),

2009 is the International Year of the
Astronomy

In the year 2009, the world will celebrate
the Intemational Year of Astronomy as it
commemorates the 400th anniversary of
Galileo's use of a telescope to study the
skies, and HKeplers publication of
Astonomia Nova 2008 is also the
anniversary of many other historic events in
science,  including Huygen's 1658
publication of Systema Saturnium. This will
be 400™ Anniversary of modem astronomy,
and 2008 the Year of Astronomy will be an
mtamational celebration of numerous
astronomical and scientfic  milestones.
Events are stiil being planned, and you are
invited to tell us how you want to celabrate
This page is a product of the LS. 2009 IYA
teamn, and we wan! to help you make 2008
a year long celebration to remeamber,

The IYAZ00% Opening Event will be held in
Pars, France on 15-16 January 2009, For
further information, see the [YA-USA web
paxs (ink Dalow). T fron higiwwwvastonony2009 Ls

Sixth Intemational Conference on  “The
Inspiration of Astronomical Phenomena™

The Conference aims to celebrate the
400th  anniversary of., Galileo's first
astronomical uses of the telescope The
Conference will be held on October 18-23,
2008 in Venice, italy

Dedails about the programme and payment
of the registration fee will follow scon. Full
information on the wvenue, hotels, and

transport, is available on the Conference
web site hitp:/iwww.astro.unipd.itinsap6!

Astronomy and its Instruments before
and after Galileo

This Symposium wil be held during Sept 28-0ct3,
2009, at San Senvolo sland, Vienice (aly). fis achualy
an mesdsopinary mfu_rm jointy omanmzad by
iMemafional  Asionomical Umon (AL, ad
Asionormical Observatory of Padova (INAF). It is also
supponed by Scentfic nsruments Commission of
ILHPS. Fer p‘cgarn‘e e, visi the webste

This interdisciplinary conference aims 1o
highlight mankind's path towards an
mmproved knowledge of the sky using
ma&thematical and mechanical tools as well
as monuments and buildings, giving rise, in
s0 doing, to scientific astronomy. It will
analyze similarities and differances among
cultures and countries in exploiting the
shared resource that the sky represents,
and will examine the historical-political and
scientiic  background  favouring the
progress of scientific astronomy in different
epochs and countries, progress that led to
a crucial tuming-point for observational
astronomy when Galileo turned the
lelescope to the night sky and initiated the
Mew Astronomy. A major aim of the
meeting is to help move forward the
process of ensuring the recogniton and
protection of cultural properties around the
globe that bear powerful witness to the
development of astronomy N diverse
cultural contexts,

Key topics:

* The culivral, scientific and political
background o the development of
astronomy in different countries

» Culturgl properties relating to astronommy:
monuments, bulldings, and landscapes

I
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o Astropomical  instruments and  other
cultural artifacts relating to astronomy

« The intangible heritage of astronomy

» The identification and preservation of
astronomical heritage; strategies for
getting astronomical properties inscribad
on the World Heritage List

= Venice and Galilean places

Second Biennial Conference of the
Soclety for Philosophy of Science in
Practice (SPSP)

The Society for Philasophy of Science in
Practice (SPSP) ams to creale an
interdisciplinary community of scholars who
approach the philosophy of science with a
focus on scientific practice and the practical
uses of scientific knowledge.

The SPSP biennial conferences provide a
broad forum for scholars committed to
making detailed and systematic studies of
scientific practices - neither dismissing
concems about truth and rationalty, nor
ignonng contextual and pragmatic factors.

The conferences aim at cufting through”

traditional  disciplinary  barriers  and
developing novel approaches. We welcome
contributions from not only philosophers of
science, but also philosophers waorking in
epistemology and ethics, as well as the
philosophy of engineenng, medicine,
agriculture, and other practical fields.
Additionally, we welcoma contributions from
historians and soctologists of science, pure
and applied scientists, and any others with
an interest in philosophical guestions
regarding scientific practice.

The SPSP Conference in 2009 will be held
concurrently  with a large workshop
for teachers on integrating historical,
philosophnical and sociological perspectives
no scence feaching  (hifpuships umn edu2006)
Jort ses5ions &k plarned

In addibon to keynote lectures by invited

speakers, the conference wil feature
parallel sessions with contributed papers.
For the 2008 conference, contributions on
the lopics listed below are welcome,
however, other toplcs are by no means
excluded. Please indicate clearly in your
abstract which of the following topics (if
any) your paper addresses — this will help
us construct coherent themed sessions.

In addition to individual papers, proposals
for whole, thematic sessions with
coardinated papers are strangly
encouraged, particularly those which
include multiple disciplinary perspectives
and / or input from scientfic practitioners
Session proposals must include a S00-word
abstraci for each paper (or an eguivaent
amount of depth and detail, if the formal of
the proposed session Is a less fraditioral
one}. Multiple submissions of any form Dy
ihe same person will not be aliowed

1. Philosophy of Science and Science
Education: How does philosophy of science
inform science teaching? What ideas about
scientific practice, including those based on
historical and sociclogical perspectives, are
impartant to teach? How can they be
effectively taught in a science classroom?
How Is such undersianding assessed?
What insights and chalienges might such
contexts offer to philosophers?

2 Epistemology of Scientific Practce
There has been a degree of disconnection
between epistemology and the philosophy
of science, despite the clear refevance of
the two fields to each other. Ve welcome
contributions that flesh out epistemaologists’
concems in terms of scientific practice, or
broadan traditional epistemological
calegories In order to make them more
suitable for the understanding of knowledge

practices.

3. Experimental Practices: More than 20
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years ago the ‘new experimentalists' in
philosophy of science called for a more
sefous engagement with expenmental
practice. The work continues, - and
significant questions remain. How are
scientific phenvmena produced and
observed - In the I|aboratory, In the
observatory, in the field, and eaven in tha
armchair? What exacly does Ihe
knowledge of phenomena consist in? Whal
are the characterstics of the technologies
and sites that enable scientists o dentify
the objects of their study and to theorize
about theam’™

4 Practces of Modeling, Simulations and
Computer Experiments: Anyone familiar
with today's cutting-edge scientific research
will feal how out of touch our common
philosophical images of scientific activity
are_ Most scientific theorizing today seems
tc happen in the form of modeling and
simuiation

Has there now been enough philosophical
work on modeling, after the flury of
activity in recent decades? Have we, for
instance, paid enough attention to
the more applied and complex subjects that
tend to be neglected In traditonal
philosophy of science, including
climatology, synthetic chemistry, ecology
and seismaology?

5 ‘Knowing Well', Values, and Evidence-
for-Use: How do philosophical approaches
to knowledge change when the context
shifts from 'pure’ science to applied science
and public policy, in areas such &s
engineanng, agricubure and medicing?
How do we go beyond mere knowing to
‘knowing well"? How does the blurning of the
tradiional distinction between Yacl' and
‘valug' affect our conceptions of ewvidence
and epistemic |ustification? And how do
individual and social values and sense of

responsibility shape the scope, focus and
methods of scientific practice?

6. Hationality, Pluralism and ‘Styles of
Reasoning’; Philosophers tend to
accept very few Hinds of reasoning as
rational: deductive, Inductive/statistical, and
perhaps abductive. From historical and
empirical studies it appears that scientific
practices employ many other siyles of
reasoning. Often, these other 'styles’ are
seen as ‘meraly haurnstic' and unable 1o
play a role in the justification of knowledge
Is it possible 1o present more inleresting
accounts of these other styles of reasoning
and of rationality?

7. Philosophical Pragmatism and Science
in Practice: Are there existing philcsophical
frameworks that are particularly well-suited
for the understanding of 'science in
practice™? In recent years many people
have paid renewed altention to the
American pragmalists in this conneclion:
Dewey, Peirce, James, and also C. |
Lewis. Can pragmatism realy provide
useful guidance for the philosophy of
science in practice? If so, which ideas are
maost useful for which purposes?

8. Social Epistemology. Within both the
philoscphy and sociology of science,
there is a shared interest in the production,
assessment, and validation of knowledge.
We  welcome  contributions,  which
synthesize sociological and philosophical
points of view - empinically based research
info the orignaton and ftransmission of
scientific knowledge, as well as
considerations about the social issues,
which arise when such knowledge is
applied in a vanety of types of practice.

For further details on aims and objectives,
please visit the following website:
http:ffwww.philosophy-science-practice org
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DOCUMENTATION

History of Pharmacovigilance in India
By Syed Ziaur Rahman

As in other parts of the world, when medical
scientists  started  thinking about  the
importance of monitoring Adverse Drug
Reactions (ADRs) in late 1960s, many
eminent Indian sclentists  also  stared
studying ADRs in their patients.

The first multicentric hospital based intensive
ADR monitoring programme funded by ICMR
was started in 1989 at the Deptt. of
Pharmacology, JM Medical College, Aligarh
Mushim University, Aligarh, which was
upgraded to “Task Force Multicentrc
Intensiva Hospitals Monitoring Programme” in
1992, The swudy was camied out at 12
different centres in India. During a three-year
period, information on more than &0,000
patents had been collected. Nevertheless,
the first conference on adverse reaction
monitonng, spontaneocus ADR  reports,
prevention and fireatment, was held in
January 1997 by the Deptt. of Clhnical
Phamacology, Seth G5 Medical College and

King Edward Memorial Hospital, Mumbai. In -

lhe. same year, (& In 1997, WHO
Collaborating Centre for International Drug
Monitering, Uppsala, Sweden, established its
relaBions with Phamacovigilance Centres in
India. In agreement with the WHO
Headguarters, Ganava, and the Indian Drugs
Controfler General, it was decided 1o
establish a working relationship with twao
centres in India as ‘'Special Centres
collaborating with the WHO Drug Monitaring
Programmz. These identified special centres
were Deptt. of Fhamacology, JNMC, AMLU,
Aligarn, and Deptt. of Clinical Pharmacology,
GSMC and KEM, Mumbai.

To train the young phamacologist and allied
scientists, the first international workshop an
adverse drug reaction monitonng was held at
JNMC, AMU, Aligarh, during November 8-12,
166871 |n the workshop, it was also daecided

to have an exclusive platform where
scientists can share their own experiences
related to ADR issuas, henca a Separate
society was constituted and registered in
1989 at Ahmedabad as the Society of
Fhamacovigilance, India (SoPl) with multiple
aims and objectives. The main aim was to
promota the stedy of the use and effects of
drugs in population in & rational way, to
determine the risk/beanafit rate of drugs in an
Individugl and in general population and to
establish a dialogue on phamacovigilancs as
a distinet and influential chnical specialization
The society organizes its annual maat.

Govemmment of Inda urder the commend of Caniral
Drug Stendamd Control Organization of Drugs Controder
Gereal of nda oficaly Bundhed the Naional
Premecouigiance Progmmme on 24" Noverrbar
2004, whch 5 largely based on the
recommendations made in the WHO
document ftitled “Safety Monitoring of
Medicinal Products — Guidaines for Sating Up and
Ruming a Phammacovigiianoe Cante”. The progranmime
B basad on a3 reteok consisting of zonal
regional and peripheral centars, but the
system has nol been put into real praclice.
Active pharmacovigilance centers do exist,
but they are limited. due o lack of funding,
staff and resources.

In context of traditional medicine especially
Ayurveda Siddha and Unani (ASU), it was
later on felt that a separate mechanism is
required to be put n place to address them.
The number of adverse reactions to ASU
drugs reportad in the Mational
FPhamacovigitance in India is negligible. The
strong belief that ASU medicines are safe
contnbutes to a large extent to this situation
Moreover, the lack of knowledge about the
concepl and impodance of Phamacovighanos in ASL
among ASU practiioners aggravated the
problem. WHO emphasizes that it should
include the traditional medicines in
Pharmacovigilance system and has published
Guidelines on Safety Monitoring of Herbal
Medicines in Pharmacovigilance Systems in
2004. To promote these guidelinas of WHO,
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Ibri Sind Academy of Medieval Medicine &
Sciences, Aligarh, first ime took a novel lask
of improving the wse of Indian orginated
drugs and thewr adverse reaction monitanng
by astablishing a special cell namely, Centre
for Safety & Rational Use of Indian Systemns
of Medicine [CSRUISM) in late 2004
CSRUISM receives many ADRs of harbal
drugs, which ware never reportad earlier,

The first national symposium on “Relevance
of Herbal Phamacovigilance® by the
Depariment of AYUSH, Mo Health & FW,
Govt. of India, was held on November 4,
2008 al the Department of Phammacology,
JNMC, AU, Aligarh, under tha aegis of SoP|
and CSRUISM The report of the national
symposium with recommeandations to start an
exclusive "Mational Pharmacovigilance
Programme for ASU Drugs (NPP-ASL)" was
then submitted. Further perceptive of he
imporance of herbal Phammacoviglanos, (nsitute for
Post Graduste Teaching & Research in Ayurveda,
Jamnagar, conducted two days national
workshop on 3 and 4™ December 2007. On
the basis of their recommendations during tha
warkshop, a8 Pharmacovigilance Cell [PV
Call}, first of ts kind in India for Ayurveda,
has been established and a "Reporting Farm®
for suspecied adverse reactions of Ayurvedic
fermulations were developed and distributed
amongst the faculty members, research
scholars and physicians wunder intimation to
Department of AYUSH, Mfo & F\W, Gowvt. of
India,

To put Pharmacovigilance for ASU drugs in
proper place in India, fermation of “National
Phamacovigilance Centre for ASU Drnugs®,
under the control of Deparment of AYUSH, is
highly essential which would monitor the
programme cenlrally.  This programme 15
aimed o provide adverse drug reaction dala
related to various drugs of herbal, mineral,
metallic, ammal and of other origin available
in the country, In thiz regard, the first Naticnal
Consultative Meet of NPP-ASU was
organized at Department of AYUSH, Ministry
of Haalth and PW, Govt of India, New Dealhi,

on 29" and 30" August 2008, where the
national draft protocol was  technically
raviewed and finalized The finalized draft
was then circulated among the experts who
attended the meet for their comments and
addiional inputs, f any. Based on the
feedback receved, the final document was
raleasad as a part of launching of NPP-ASL
on 28" Seplember 2008. The programme wil
now  be coordnated by the National
Consultative Meet of NPP-ASL being
constituted by the Deparment of AYUSH,
Ministry of Health and FW, Govt. of India.

Indian Medical Asspciation |ately realizad the
importance of dreg safety issues and
organized a two-day workshop for all general
practiioners paricularly IM& leaders in
Saeptember 2008 w  collaboration  with
Johnson & Johnson at Hyderabad, It was a
remarkable realization on the part of IMA and
J & J. The IMA initiative to train all members
of IMA, which 15 a largest medical
organization, and other healthcare providers,
goout the basic understanding of
pharmacovigilance, the identification of drug-
related ricke and practical reporting methods,
i5 need of an hour. The message should go
to all climcians. Il is essential to develop a
sustainable pharmacovigilance system in
India: India needs its own ADR database
Indig is contributimg minimal ADR reports o
the UMC,

From tesching port of view, many courses wene thought
10 ba stared from 2006, The first, ‘tedficale course on
mitated by & pivate company Symogen” of UK basad
with its Indian counterpart followed by M
Pham in Pharmacovigilance by NIMS
University of Jaipur. Medical Council of India
(MCI) m its notification, dated 1.12.2008 has
also amended and added under clause
A.1.19 that from now onwards, every medical
college  shall have Pharmaco-Vigilance
Commiiles,
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