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¢ IAMMS ACTIVITIES

EVENTS IN THE ACADEMY

1. Delegates of the Intermational Seminar on
“Impact of Persian Language & Culture in
India™, organized by the Depariment of
Persian, AMLU, Aligarh. pod o visit o Tho
Sina Academy on Apnl 3, 2005, The
Academy amanged o program on  that
occasion. Dr. Mahdi Mohaghegh, o renowned
medical historian of lran and vice-president
of the Academy presided over the function.

A documentary=Tilm on one of the prominent
Adigarians. Asrarul Hag Majaz. an exemplar
of Aligarh-spirit and tradition ss well as
Composer of University Tarana (Song of
prase). was shown on May 29 2005 m
Ruaram Hussain Museum of Ars, Coltome &
Sciences, lbn Sinn Academy of Medicval
Medicine & Sciences. Dodhpur, Aligarh. M
Johny Foster. Ms, Farah Malik & Dr. S, Zwr
Rahmian armnged this film show.

<

AIDS Cell of the Ibn Sina Academy Becomes a
Partner of AIDS-Care Waich

AIDSC * {E WATCH:®
m*“ﬂ-m-iﬂﬂn!mummwmmi

Dir. Abigail Erikson, President of the AIDS-Care-
Watch {Chiang Mai, Thailand) announced the list
of partners of AIDS-Care-Watch (ACW). In his
c-mail letter <abigaili@aidscarewatch arg> dated
April 29, 2005 o0 Dr. Syed Zisur Rahman. he
wrole  “Greetings  from  AIDS-Care-Watch
(ACW)! We are very pleased that A7DS Celi of
the Ibn Sina Academy is a pariner of the ACW
cempaign. and we look forward w0 working with
vou during the course of 2005 and beyond. Since
the launch of AIDS-Care-Watch, over 130
organisations have been assigned as our panners,
from Cameroon to India to Croatia. This rapidly

growing global partnership demonstrates  that
AIDS-Care-Watch is being felt as a much needed
and relevant advocacy imtiative, particularly af
the country level. This s very exciting and we
look forward 10 building the ACW partnership in
the upcoming months™,

INDIVIDUAL  ACTIVITIES
MEMBERS OF IAMMS

OF THE

Praf. Sved Zilfur Rafman (President. 1bn Sina
Academy) has been chosen as one of the
members of the newly formed ~“Linam Tibbi
Panel™ of National Council for Promotion of
Lrdu Language. Ministry of HRD, Govi. of India.
Mew Delhi, He had alse beten the member of the
ersiwhile “Unani Medicine Expert Panel” of the
Council since 1997,

Dr. 8 Fionr Rohman (Treasurer, Ibn Sina
Academy) attended the 2™ [merNICHE
Conference,  “Alternatives in the Muainstream:
Innovations in  Life Science Education and
Treaming” keld ot Kulturkirke Jacob in Oslo
iNorway) during 12" -15" May 2005, He
presented a paper. “Students” Conscience &
Irend in Animal Liilization for Teaching &
Research Hefore and Afier CPCSEA™. Mr.
Nick Jukes (Coordinator. ImerNICHE) epecially
inviiee] [, Fahwman, ImerNICHE fwww iniemiche.org) is an
international network of students, teachers and
anmimal campaigners set up in 1988 with the
mission ol building a progressive life science
edvcation  through minimum  animal  use  in
edecation  snd  supporting  conscientiously
objecting studemts. It s a network where
academics concerned with best practice education
can meet in common cause with students,
professionals and campaigners whe are
concermed with cthics and respect Tor living
beings.  The conlerence was arganized in
parmership with NOAH (www dyserettioheter no).
NOAH was founded in |89, and from the very
beginning the campaign for humane education
has been central. NOAH promaotes respect [or the
individual snimal, and opposes the killing and
other exploitation of all sentient beings, It has
campaigned within all arcas of animal abuse. Ms,
5irl Martinsen of NOAH was the local orpanizine
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secretary, (Mher participants from India who
attended this conference were Prol. Mohammad
A. Akbarshah (Bharathidasan University, Tamil
Nadu ) and Dr. Jignesh Patel (Kherva. Gujarat)

During his Oslo visit. Dr. Rahman also called on
WHO Collaborating Centre for Drug Statistics
Methodology ot Dslo and met its Director. Ms.
Marit Ronning, who presented the Centre's
important publications like Guidelines for ATC
Classification and DDD  Assignments (2003).
ATC Index with DDDs (2005), Intruduction to
Drug  Utilization Research (2003), ewc., for
CSRUISM of the Ibn Sina Academy. Likewise.
Islamic Culwral Centre (ICC)} of  Morway
presented publications of 1CC including posters
on Ibn Sina. 1bn Haitham and Al Khwamemi for
the Library of Ibn Sina Academy {Aligarh, India).

From Oslo, Dr. Rahmon was invited to attend
another formal meeting at WHO Collaborating
Cemer  for  Imermnational  Drug  Monitoring,
Uppsala (UMC) Sweden, At UMC, he was
informed with technical know-how aboul the
Herbal Drug Reaction Monitoring. He interacted
with many of the UMC siaft. In the convention,
Dr. Rahman presented his views on the “Concept
and Principles of Phammacovigilance in the
Rational Drug Therapy of Uneni Medicine”. Mr.
Sten Olsson (Head, External Affairs) Mr.
Mohamed Farah (Senior Specinlist. Traditional
Medicine) & Ms. Anne Kiuru (Head. Signal
Detection & Analysis) of UMC  particularly
arranged this informal meeting. For the Musceum
of Ibn Sina Academy (Aligarh, India) point of
- wiew, Mr, Farah Mohammad also informed about
the historical background of Card von Linnacus, a
renowned  Swedish  scientist who  laid  the
foundations for the modern scheme of taxonomy.
His original botanical garden may still be seen in
Uppsala. A single initial of Linnacus, "1." can be
seen i various medicinal plants like Runa
gravesany L. Cocos aucifera L., ete.

Anvone interested in reading Linnaeus™ works
and achievements and wanl o see his picture on
the curremt Swedish | (M-krona Bank Motes may
consult the staff of the Muscum of Ibn Sina
Academy:.

Letter of Appreciation to President, LAMMS
“Respected Prof. Zillur Rahman, Greetings! [ am
Salil Kader. the researcher from Hyderabad who
met vou at TAMMS on dth April. 1 have since
returned to Hyvdermbad.

Sir. this mail is basically imended to convey my
hearttelt thanks for the time viou gave me and all
vour valunble advice. | can say with confidence
that those three hours spent with yvou enlightened
me greatly not only about History of medicine
but life in general too. Your scholardy words will
always be with me in the veasrs 10 come.

I thank you once again for your advice, guidance
and hospitality. Please do convey my regards to
Dr. 8. Zinur Roliman. Alse. please do let me
know if there is anything | can do for vouo bere in
Hyderabad. | will keep in touch with you and
update vou on my progress. With warm regands.
Salil  Kader, Doctorml Research Scholar,
Department of History, Liniversity of Hydernhad,
Hvderabad { India).

Salil Kader was born in 1975 af Thrissur, Kerala
Son of a former Army Colonel, he hns had the
opportunity of siedying in various schools seross
Indin. After finishing his Bachelor of Ars from the
Mignm College (1996) Hyderabad, he joined
Liniversity of Hyderabad for his  Masters
programme ol the Department of History { 1996-08)
where he stood second in order of merit, He weni
on 1o complete his M.Phil (Persinn Influences in
Medieval Deccan) m 2000 from  the same
depariment. He 15 presently pursuing his Doctoral
programme and is working on the ' History of
Medicine wm Medieval Deccan' He is a Junior
Research  Fellow of the University Grants
Commission. Apart from this, Mr. Salil Kader's
research interests include History of Music, History
of Islam and Socio-Cultural History of Medieval

Kemla. He was the President, Students Union, |

Liniversity ol Hyderabad between 2001-2002. His
extra-cumicular imerests include ericker and music

He has sucoessfully represented various teams and
the School of Social Sciences in the intra-varsity
crickel muatches. He his been an active member of
the University students’ band since the past 6 years
and was instrumental in the formation of the Music
Club on comipais.
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FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES /
SEMINARS

History of Science Congress at Beijing (China)
The World Congress on History of Science is
slated 1o be held a1 Beijing (China) in August
2005, Profl § M Ruenullah Ansari (Secretary, Ibn
Sine Academy) is representing the Congress:

On-line version of the cxhibition: "Drog
Trade: therapy, pharmacy and commerce in
early-mdern Enrope’

The Mugeum of the History of Science, Oxford
(LK), has [sunched an on-ling version of its
exhibition — “Drug Trade; therapy. pharmacy and
commerce in early-modemn Europe’ from July
2005 - www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/drugtrade/index_htm

JOBS [ FELLOWSHIPS

Appointment of Dr. Lisa K. Walker as the
2005-2006 DeWint Stetten, Jr., Memorial
Fellow in the History of Biomedical Sciences
and Technology.
The Office of NIH History and Stetten Museum
at the Mational Institutes of Health announced the
appointment of Dr. Lisa K. Walker as the 2005-
2006 DeWilt Stetien, Jr,, Memornal Fellow in the
History of Biomedical Sciences and Technology.
Dr. Walker holds a Ph.D. in history from the
University of Californin, Berkeley, and she has
worked as a Senior International Health Officer
for the LS. Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Global Health Affairs, Office
for Eurasia, Biotechnology  Engagement
Program. As o Stetten Memorial Fellow, she will
work with the National Institute on Allergy and
Infectious Dhseases on a project titled, “LLS.
Soviet Collaboration in the Fight Against Polio:
AID, Attenuated Vnccines, and the Prevention
of Viral Diseases in the Twentieth Century.” Thn
Sing Academy congratulates Dr, Walker on her
appointment

Discounted fare for "Medicinal Planis of
Antiguiry”

Earthwatch [nititute is pleased to announce thag
students will have a discounted fare for the

Program *Medicinal Plants of Antiguity™ from
June 19th = July 3rd, 2005,

The "Medicinal plants of Antiquity” program
aims at recovering the ancient therapeutic
pructices of healers recorded by physicians of
Classical Antiquity and the Middle Ages, such as
Hippocrates, Galen, snd Avicenna. Research will
be conducted in Rome (ltaly) at the National
Library, Texts and plant representations from
printed herbals of 15th and 16th century will be
collected and further be analyzed at the
Imithsonian Institution, so as 1o be added to o
constantly  growing computerized  database.
Archeological material will complement this
documentation and contribule 1 create o
comprehensive collection of data o sum up o
legnoy of humankind now expased 1o oblivion,

Dt will be madilable throwugh a website cumenthy under
oorstrction. Formione infommition and detnls, visit theweb
site www csrthwaich.ongfepediionstouwaide himl o
ermal 10 Al Jones at gjonesiaearivatchaone, or Nicolke
|ike i nlskeicantbrasch oo

Graduate Certificate Program in Science,
Technology and Society at the University of
Michigan

The program in  Science, Technology, and
Society at the LUniversity of Michigan solicits
applications from students wishing to pursue o
Ph.D. with specialization in Science, Technology
and Society, the history or anthropology of
medicine, or related fields.

University of Michigan's Science, Technology
and Society program offers a wide range of
perspectives on the reciprocal role of science,
technology, snd medicine in shaping societies,
cultures, and politics, Geographical strengths
include Africa, the Middle East, North America,
and Western Europe. Topical strengths includes

o Colonisd, transnational. and global dynamics
in the practice of technology, science, and
medicine

« Historical and anthropological perspectives
on bodies, health, genetics. and environment

« Politics and culture of information systems

: 4
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s Lifr sciences and their social implications
= Culiural meanings of science, technology,
and medicine

The University of Michigan encourages scholars
routinely to move adross traditional acad=mic
boundaries. In order to balance disciplinary
training and accreditation with interdisciplinary
research, the Science, Technology and Society
certificate is offered in conjunction with
disciplinary Ph.D. programs. Candidates should
therefore apply to departments for admission. The
program particularly encourages applications to
the departments of History, Anthropolog.,
American Culture, and Sociology, and 1o the
schools of Information and Public Health Fo-
more information about the program and its
faculty. please consult and wisit the wehsite:
hutpe/fwww umich. edu/~umsts/,

CONFERENCES / SEMINARS HELD

History of Medicine Day celebrated by the
College of Physicians of Philadelphia

Section on Medical History (1905-2005) of the
College of Physicians of Puladelphia celebrated
its centenary with History of Medicine Day on
Salurday. April 16, 2005,

The Section on Medical History offered its first
programs in 1905. It i5 one of the oldest
organizations in North America devoted to the
history of health and medicine

Sixteenth Annual David L. Cowen Lecture in
the History of Pharmacy

The Rho Chi Honor Society. The American
Institute of the History of Pharmacy, and Dean
John L. Colaizzi of the Emest Mario School of
Pharmacy of Rutgers. The State University of
New Jersey organized the Sixteenth Annual
David L. Cowen Lecture in the History of
Pharmacy on April 25, 2005 at William Levine
Hall at the Emest Mario School of Pharmacy on
Busch Campus This year's speaker was Dr.
David F. Musto, Professor ol History ol Medicine
at Yale University, Dr. Musto spoke on the topic
of "When Cocaine Was MNew: The First
Epidemic.” Dr. Musto 5 an awardec of the

mrestigious Edward Kremers  Award  for
pharmaco-historical writing of the American
Institute of the History of Pharmacy

{Submitted by Lisn A, Mulé, Rutgers, The State
University of New Jersey, Emest Mario School
of Pharmacy, Piscataway, M) 08854-8020, LISA)

International Seminar on Hiledin-c-Sehat Aur

Miholivat - Our Experien:e
khan Usmanghani, Faculty of Eastern Medicine,
Hamdard University, Karachi. Pakistan

We would like to pay high tribuies 1o Prof. Afzal
Ahmad, Chairman, Department of Hifzane-5Sehat,
Faculty of Unani Medicine. Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh, India for inviting me (Prof.
Dr. Usinan Ghani Khan, Head, Department of
PreClinical  Sciences, Faculty  of  Eastern
Medicine. Hamdard Universitv. komchii, Prof.
Hakim Abdul Hannan, Dean. Faculty of Eastern
Medicine, Hamdard University, Karachi and
Hakim Rahat Naseem Sodharvy, Joint Secretary,
Pakistan Association for Easterm  Medicine
(PAMEL to attend the Intemational Seminar on
Hygiene and Environment from March 29-30.
20035. Both Prof. Afzal Ahmac and Profl Hokim
Sved Zillur Rahman deserve all credit to organize
this seminar in a befitting manncr from 29 — 30
March 2005, The program was divided into 16"
scientific session in  which the leading
practitioners of Unani Tibb participated from all
over India. Mr, Naseem Ahmad, Vice Chancellor,
Aligarh Muslim University, cheired the opening
session. He delineated that Unani Tibb has played
a pivotal role fgr the health care of the pecple and
that tremendous progress is being witnessed m
academia and rescarch. Prof. Hakim Abdul
Hannan gave an overview of the current affairs of
Fastern Medicine {(Unani) in Pak sian and myself
urged the scientist / physician sudience 1o
carryoul research in Unani Mecicine at higher
level of excellence. Mementos of the Aligarh
Muslim University were according|y presented to
myself, Prof. Hakim Abdul Hannen, Hakim
Rahm Naseem Sohadravi, Prof. Dv. Mahdi Hazan
{(Lucknow) and Prof, 8, Zillur Rahman. The
follywing significant personalities presented their
papers: Prof. 5. Mahdi Hasan, Dr. Sonin Kanwar,
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Dr. N.K Rathee, Prof, (Mrs.) Ifikhar Jahan, Dr.
Surendra Kapil, Dr. Abul Hassan Ashraf, Dr.
Sand Usmani, Hk, Rahat Nascem Sohadravi, Dr.
Jowaid - Ali, Prof. Anis Ismail. Dr. Amir Mahdi
Talib (lran), Dr. M. Seinaddeen (Sri Lanka) Dr.
Hamid Ali Khan, Prof. Akhtar Hussain, Prof.
Qamar Akhtar Kazmi, Prof. S. Jafor Raza Zaidi,
Prof Ams Ahmad Ansari, Dr. Abdul Hamid Al
Prof. Dr. Khan Usman Ghami, Dr, Absar Ahmad,
D, Ammar lbn Anwar, Dr. Zar Nigar, Dr. Majeeb
Hanzala Ammar, Dr. Syed Ziaur Rahman, Dr. 1sa
Madvi and Prol. Hk. Abdul Hannan,

Valedictory session of International seminar wias
teld under the presidentship of Hakim Syed
Lillur Rahman, mn which dignitaries of Tibb
expressed their opinion about the current scendrio
of Tibb in Indo=Pak subcontinent. . Tt was
sugpested by many speakers that exchange of
pcademin, rescarchers, teachers. pfa:liuiné,-
physicians as well as students between India.
Pakistan, Bangladesh and 5 Lanka should
preferentially be planned. The greater attention of
the world ot large with the pace and progress
about Unani Tibb implication and applications
should be highlighted. The delegation of Pakistan
physicians and scientists exchange ideas with the
Faculty of Unani Medicine., Aligarh Muslim
University, Later on we were taken around the
Aligarh Muslim Universily, which is quite large
in its nature and style and spread over the huge
area of lush green surroundings. Prof. Dr. Afzal
Ahmad, Hakim Zillur Rahman, Dr. Abdul Latif,
Mr. Shahabuddin and other colleagues of Aligarh
Muslim University were the guide 1o explain the
minute details of Aligarh Muslim University. At
the last leg. we offered Fateha on the grave of Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan, the founder of knowledge
and science dynasty, which is still glowing and

serving as beacon light for those who scck -

leaming. We stood motion less because we were
hearing: it is Sir Syed Ahmad Khan for whom all
the bells toll.

The Ibn Sina Academy of Medieval Medicine &
Sciences, which has been founded by Hakim
Syed Zillur Rahman in his house, is really a place,
o be seen. He has collected huge number of
books, rare collection of coins, pens, cutlery

items, culture dressings. manuscripts, pictures of
eminent physiclans of India. A gigantic effort by
a single person is really remarkable and
praiseworthy. Morcover, the large collection of
theses and dissertations, rare books, old
manuscripts in onginal hand writing - over and
above | was highly impressed when | saw some
of the graduate and postpradeate  students
consulting the scientific journmals and other
reference materials. [ promised Hakim Syed
Lillur Rahman to send all my 12 books o be
added in his collection’, | must appreciate the
drama amnd mushaira organized by the Drama
Society of Aligarh Muslim University and Indo -
Pak mushaira at Ibn Sina Academy to entertain
the foreign guest and all the purticipants from
India. Prol. Dr. Afeal Abhmad was very much
thankful to the Department of AYUSH. Minisiry
of Health and Family welfare to sponsor this
SEMminir.

We were very much delighted to witness that
Dawakhana Tibbia College, Aligarh Muslim
University.  Aligarh, which is diligently
manufacturing at least 250 Unani drugs and
distributing all over India. In this way this
Dawakhana is eamning quite huge sum of money
and contributing in the development of education
of tibb,

Prof. Hakim Abdul Hanman, Prof. Dr. Usman
Ghani Khan and Hakim Rahat Naseem Sohadravi
presented their papers on Unani Moedicine:
Development and sustainability; Bone Health: A
conjoint  approsch for the management of
osteoporosis  and  antilepedimic  plants,
respectively. Prof. Hakim Abdul Hannan and
Prof. Dr, Usman Ghani Khan and Hakim Rahat
MNaseem Sodharvy also chaired one session each,

An exhibition of Unani drugs prepared by Rex
(U&A) Remedies Pvi. Lid.. Delhi was on display.
This company received many awords among
them conferred by former Chief Minister { Delhi)
and President of India in 1996 and 1997,

respectively.

' Thanks Dr Usman Ghoni. We Lave recetved vourail 12
books — editor, NISA
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However we will not forget o mention the young
final year student of Bachelor of Unani Medicine
and Surgery (BUMS) of Aligarh Muslim
University Mr. Shahabuddin who received us at
Delhi mirport, brought us o Aligarh Muslim
University and was with us all the time when we
visited Agra 1o see Taj Mahal and Agra Forl. Taj
Mahal has so much fascination and beauty that
every individual is being altracted to ond every
body looks with an inward eyes for appreciation.

Our visit to Aligarh Muslim University, Jamia
Hamdard and Central Council for Research in
Unani Medicine (CCRUM) was rewanding in a
sense that we received more than two dozens of
books as gifis on the subject of Unani Medicine
and research, which have been duly deposited in
Faculty of Easterm Medicine. Hamdard
University, Karnchi, Pokistan seminar Library.

DOCUMENTATION

Governance Document of the Commission on
History of Science & Technology in Islamic
Socicties — To be presented at the forthcoming
Congress on History of Science, Aupust 2005
in Beijing (Chinu) by Professor Gil A, Russell
{President)

Section 1. Name. The name of this organization
shall be Commission on History of Science &

Technology in Islamic Secieties (hereafter: the

Commission).

Section 2. Mature  and  Objectives. The
Commission is an international organization that
seeks o encoumge scholarship and to foster lines
of commumication among specialists concerned
with the history of the origing and development
of science and technology in Islamic societies as
well as their transmission and influence, It invites
the participation of faculty, students. and all
others interested in these subjects.

Section 3. Membership. The Govermning Council
shall consider for membership all those who have
a documented intercst in the work of the
Commission and have completed 8 membership
application. The application is available in the
Commission's MNewsletier - and  on the

Commission’s webgite, Admission 1o
membership shall be by majority vote of the
Governing Council. Members shall have the
option of being listed in the Commission’s online
“Directery of Members” and subscribing to 2
listserve.

Section 4. Quadrennial __ Megting. The
Commission shall normally hold a business
meeting at the quadrennial congress ol the
International Union of the History and
Philosophy of Science. At the quadrennial
meetings, the members who are present shall
constitute a guorum, The act of the majority of
the members present shall be considered the act
of the peneral membership. In addition, the
Commission shall normally sponsor at least one
professionnl session at the Congress. At the
General Assembly meeting of the DHS/ILHPS,
the Commission shall be represented by the
President and Secretary. The Commission may
appoint a third delegate from the membership if
this is deemed suitable. The President shall vote
on hehalf of the Commission.

Section 5. Newsletter. If finances permil, &
printed newsletter shall be sent 10 all members

,once a year. In addition, an online Newsletter

shall be updated at least once a month.

Section 6. Website, [f finances permit, the
Commizssion  shall mainiain &2 website  that

contains information relevant to the work of the
Commission.

Section 7. Listserve. If finances permit, the
Commission shall maintain a listserve that

provides & forum for communication among
members.

Section 8. Finances. There shall be no dues for
membership. The President shall be responsible
for applying for funds for Commission activities.

Section 9. Governing Council. The Goveming
Council shall carry on the business of the

Commission. The Council shall be composed of
five members: President, Vice-President,
Secretary, and two counselors.
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The President, The Presicent shall be the chiel
executive officer of the Commission and skall
chair the guadrennial moeting. The Prosident
shall be responsible for  communicating
information between the Gaverning Council and
the International Union. S/he shall also be
responsible for orgamzing the Commission’s
session ot the gquadrennial congress of the
Intemational Lnion. The President is  also
charged with  sccuring  funding for  the
Commission and keeping neeords of any such
funding.

The Vice-President. The Vice-President shall
fulfill the oiffice of the President when the
President is unable o do so.

The Secretury. The Secretury chall keep records
of all the communications and minues of the
Commission and shall inform the membership.
prior 1o the gquadrennial meeting. of the time.
place, and purpose of the quadreanial meeting, as
well as maintain the membership records of the
Commission. S/he shall be esponsible for
composing  and  distributing  the  prinied
Mewsletter.

Counselors. There shall be two coinselors whose
advice shall be sought on all maters before the
Commission

The Governing Council shall allocate other duties
io the officers and o oiher commis: on members
a5 appropriatc

Section 10, Vacancy, In the event that a member
of the Governing Council. other than the
President, is unable to serve. the majority of the
remaining Council may sppoint an icdividual o
fill the vacamt position on the Council until the
next general election,

Section |1. Removal from Office. Mambers of
the Governing Council may be remcved from
office by the vole of four-fifths of the Council or
by & petition signed by 25% of the cument
membership. The majority of the remaining
Council mav appoint an individual o Al the
vacant position on the Council until the next

general election,

Section 12. Tem of Office. The term of office
shall be for four years. No officer shall serve for

more than one consecutive term in a given office.,
excepl for counzelors who may serve for two
consecutive term+. The maximum time that any
individunl may serve consecutively on the
Governing Council is twelve vears.

Section 13, Election of Officers: The Coverning
Council by majority vote shall usppoint a
Nominating Commitive of three members chosen
o represent the geopraphical and disciplinary
breadth of the Commisiion. The Committee shall
forward s slate of nominees for specific
positions, after ascertaining their willingness to
serve. (o the Secretary by December | of the year
preceding the Intemational Congress. The
Secretary shall announce the slate of candidates
1o all members via email b/ January 1 of the year
in which the Intermational Congress is to be held.
Additional nominees from the membership.
supported by at least five active members of the
Commission, shall be acceptsd by the Secretary
until 15 February. The Szcretary shall be
responsible for ascertaining the validity of these
nominations. On or before March |, the secretary
shall prepare a final paper ballow and airmail it to
each active member at the addr:ss on record in
the Commission files. (IF convenicnt, the ballots
can be inserted into the Newsletier ) Valid ballots
must be placed in an unmarked enyelope insened
into a second envelope bearing the voler’s name,
address, and signature, Ballots must be received
by the Secretary no later than June 1. The second.,
outer envelope shall be thrown away after the
secretary has registered the vole on a member
directory. The inner envelopes sre opened and
counted - at the Commission's quadrennial
business meeting. Council members ars elected
by simple majority of the Commission
membership thai has voled. In the case of a tie.
the secretary will oversee o secret ballot among
commission members in  ailendance al  the
quadrennial business meeting. This procedure
may be repeated until a winner emerges.

Section 14, Governance: Most matters that come
H
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before the Commission’s Governing Council
should be decided by consensus, which is defined
ps agreement among  the President.  Vice-
President, and Sccretary. On matters where
consensus cannot be reached. cach Governing
Council member (including the two counselors)
shall have one vole and a majority vote shall be
binding. In those cases, motions should be sent 10
the Secretary, who shall then record and
announce the vates, Yoting should be completed
within two weeks afier the secretary {or the
president in case of the ahsence of the secretary)
has notified all Council members of a motion. |

Section 15, Governance Document:  The
Governance Document and amendments therelo
shall be formulated by the Governing Council:
suggestions for modifications are welcome from
any member. They shall come in force only afier
approval by a majority of voling members,
Voling may be by posial mail ballots that have
been distributed by the Secretary, or during the
Commission’s business meeting held during the
Quadrennial Congress. In the latter casc, voting
shall be by paper ballots distributed during the
meeting. Since the Commission is under the
auspices of the International Union of the History
and Philosophy of Science. it shall also be subject
to its governing bylaws and rulings.

SHORT COMMUNICATION

In Search of Babar
M.H.A. Beg
(ENT Consultani, UK)

If Zaheeruddin Mohammad Babar were to be
reborn today, he would hate to go 1o the country
of his birthplace, now known as 1 cbekistan,
which is inhabited by a race called the Uzbeks.
Babar regorded the Uzbeks as foreigners to his
country, Farghana and Samargand. They were
usurpers. people from a foreign land. Davi
Clapehag and invaders. Thus stanted the exit of
the Taimuris from Mavarg-un-Mahir in 1497-
[ 408,

Yet it is this country which has adopied Babar as
one of its heroes. Before independence when the

country was under the clutches of Russia it was
forbidden o ik sbout national personalities. The
fall of the Russian bear and independence in 1991
brought a rethinking of sell’ and non-self and
resulted in the wdoption of Amer Taimur. Al Sher
Mavoi. L/lgh Beg and Babar as heroes.

Babar played a role in Mavara-un-Nahar in his
younger years. when he was less than 20 vears of
age. He ruled Farghana as well as Samangand. the
apple of his eye, iwice. But those were the days
of o young buccancer and there were old hawks
around. Being a practical man he soon realized
that it would be difficult w gain o foothold in the
country  in  those circumstances. LUnder the
available resources he found other preener
paslures,

The people af Uzbekistun now regard him as a
prose writer. a poet and a commentator on Figh
Hanafi bt not ws o warrior and a king, He wrote
Turks prose. lovely  Turki  ghazals and  he
instructed his son Komran i Figh-i-Homafi. This
role of Babar is well received in Uzbekistan
ioday. His well known literary work is the
Babarnoma, his autobiography, the best-known
book of its kind in the world. This has been
iranslated in all the major languages. It continues
to fascinate readers and in the last decade fow
various editions of the Soharnamea have been
published from places a- far afield as Harvard
(US) and Kvoto (Japan).

Babar was deeply attached 1o his home country,
In s autobiography he describes ils beauty
lugidly. and writes vividly about its birds and
bees, the fruits he ate, and the countryside he
roamed. The deseriplions are remarkable. Do his
words still hold true? Are the sites he described
still surviving? Can we still taste the sweet
apricots of Farghana? These were the guestions in
my mind when | followed his footsteps 1o scarch
for him in his native land,

The Baharnaima opens with the announcement
that Babar has become the Badvhah at the age of
eleven. He does not write where he was bom, nor
does he give details of his childhood. We know
that his father had a castle in Akhsi. which iz on
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the north bank of Syr Darya. What .made him o
Badshah was an accident of fate. Umar Shaikh
Mirza. his father, had gone up to his pigeon house
which was on the ledge overlooking a deep
ravine before the Syr Darys and was flying
pigeons when the kaboorar shana gave way and
down came the house and with it Mirza, as Babar
puts it, became "a falcon”.

Alkhsi - This was his father's capital and has since
disappeared. We do not know how but now on its
site there 15 a mound of carth and rubble known
as Akhsikint You can still see the bricks and
remnants of the castle. It 15 still an the north bank
of the Syr and is divided by the road that leads 1o
the bridge. Walking on the mound you can pick
up pottery and bricks. What an  excellent
cxcavation site it can be once the LUzbek
government comes 1o it. Anneite Beveridge, the
best-known  commentalor on Babar,  has
mentioned erosion by the river as the cause of
destruction of Akhsi. But now there are no signs
of erosion. A smaller river called the Kashan
joins the Syr nearby without any signs of river
damage. None of the rivers have changed course
over the last five hundred odd vears,

Kashan - Following the Kashan river upsiream
leads to Kashan town described by Babar for its
beauty. It is a town 45km north of the one main
road. The town is now known as Kasansoy. The
rodd runs paraflel to the river and Babar calls this
river Kashon water. [t is a small river with o wide
bed, which must be overflowing its banks in
summer. Mot many gardens described by Babar
as 'posteen pesh bara’ (beautiful front of a coat)
are now there, The countryside is flat but still
green, It is a fine clean town with many chai-
thamay overlooking the river. There is a [6th

-"":_:mur-_n.r mosque, which is not open for pravers

"yet, We had enjoyed lovely cups of green tea
under cleaf skies besides the fresh cool water
with a cool breeze blowing in our face.

Andijan - At the time of his father's death Babar

was in Andijan, the biggest town of Farghana
valley. As he was young and it was feared that his
uncles would harm him, bhe was taken to the

mamazizah, before he proceeded o the mountains
10 escape.

| was intrigued by his use of the word ‘mamazgah’
and not masjid as we call it or mesehif as the
Turkic people term it. But when 1 traveled
through the length and breadth of the land the
puzzle was solved. In this part of the world there
are three types of prayer places. a nemazgah for
everyday prayars. o jeme masiie for Juma prayers
and an Eidyeh for the festive pravers.

Babar says that the Andijarfis are all Turks. This
15 stll rue. There are a lot of henest simple
religious Turkic people in the place who would
greet you with a warm salam, with their right
hand on their hearts bowing their heads a little in
a very friendly manner. And don't be surprised if
they take vou to the frsi of o frend of a friend,
celebmted early in the moming colminating 1n
fateha and @ modest feast of priao, laid ou on o
table with restraint.

Babar alsa praises the good looks of Andijams.
Their fair colour, symmetrical and proportions
features are a common ohservation, Babar praises
Khawaia Yusul Andijani for his music. He was
the court musician and the singer of Baisnaghar
Mirzn. He hnd a deep penetrating  vaoice,
Shahrukh bin Taimur asked Baisnaghpr many a
time to send Khowajo over bul receved no
response. Al list Shahrukh sent | 00,000 dinars in
exchange Gy Khawaja  Yusuls  services.
Baisnaghar wrote back, '"We do no sell aur
Yusul, keep your bluck silver 1o yourselll!

Fruits are still in abundance i Andijan. The
grapes, melons, pomegranates and apricots there
are excellent. In the time of Babar so much melon
waas grown that the fruit was never sold at the
farms. Anvbody could pick wp a fruit. The
Soviets adopted @ policy of promoting the
cultivation of cotton, which is now prown «ll over
the country reducing the output of other crops.

The fort of Andijan was the third higoest afler
Samargand and Kesh but was destroved in an
earthguake. in fact nothing of the old wwn is leli.
Babar's house has been.rcbuilt at its old sie.
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There is a courtyard i the middle with a fountain
and a statue of Babar in the centre, with rooms
angd deelerns around. A garden called Bagh-i-Babar
has been developed in the southenst of Andijan
on a two-acre site on three levels. A small
building contains paintings  based on  the
Babarmama and shelves with books published
about Babar all around the world.

Babar also praised the shiker available around
Andijan. He thought pheasants are really big and
on one occasion four persons could not finish
even one conked pheasant. The pheasants are still
seen oocasionallv bul most of them are now in the
mMusEUms,

Farghann is one of the regions of Uzbekistan
where Islam has been revived. The Islamic
extremists are believed to have been responsible
for the recent bombing in Tashkent and Bukhara.
In Andijan, the biggest 16th century mosque has
been closed down, it being believed that it was a
Wahabi mosgue, The other mosque is a small one
in one of the back streets near the bazar. | had the
chance to offer my Friday prayers there. The
mosgue was full and its courtyard crowded. The
namazis - mostly vourng men - were overflowing
on to the road, which was cnmrrll:tr:i:r hlocked
during prayer time.

Ouosh - Babar has lavishly described the beauty of
Oosh, which is now in Kyrghyzistan. You have 1o
have a visa and fill in forms to pass through
customs. Mo doubt Oosh is o small beautiful town
with a river (Babar called it Andijan rud) now
named Ak Bura which passes through the centre
of the town. The river flows towards Andijan and
there are cotton ficlds on both sides of the road.
This is the sowing season for cotton, and there
are women and children working in the fields.

According to Babar, Oosh is four yagash from
Andijan. How long is a wagash is nol really
known. Khan-i-Khana Abdur Rahim Khan in his
translation of the Babarnama translated yagash
a8 b farsang A farsang is still used in Iran and is
about 6 km. Annetie Beveridge regards a yagash
to be between 4-8 miles. The current distance
berween Andijan and Oosh is, 50km. By this

calculation, ome jpapash comes to 12 km.

Om the southwest of the old town is 8 mountain
called Borakoh. Baobar’s maternal uncle Sultan
Mahmud Khan made a figra on the peak. In 1496
Babar constructed a haradari there, | went round
the mountain but found no buildings anywhere. A
new construction has come up on the southeast
edge of the mountain and is calied Takht-i-
Sulaiman, where there is a prayer place as well.
Traditions and the tourist official guides link the
place with the barudan of Babar. This cannot be
s0 a5 Babar writes that his uncle's hujra was on
the top of Barakoh while his own Baradari was
located below &t ot a spot from where he had o
better view of the whole town and its suburhs.
The mosgue has been rebuilt as late as 1989,

Legends regard the mountain as the throne of
Hazrat Sulaiman bin Daud. 1 was told by an
Aksal (white beard). o respectful term for an old
and wise man, that Hazrat Daosd use 1o pray here,
The mountain also flew to Hazrat Muhammad
(pbuh) and there are imprints of Burrag's hooves
on the stone. The mountain is revered from
ancient times and there is a local legend that if

 you climb this mountain twice and pray here, it is

equal o performing the Umra, The wealth and
power of Hazrat Sulaiman is well known and we
also know that be had o takht on which he would
flv. He had control over the birds and the jinx
who use 10 help him. We know there are other
mountaing where Takht-i-Sulaiman is believed to
have been found, as in Kashmir (a5 noted by
Bernier). A't these appear tw be later
developmenis as Babar describes nothing and he
15 unlikely to miss such important stories.

His description of Oosh s colourful and
unsurpassed by any description before or after
him. According 1o the local books, the hufra was
destroyed in the [7th/18th century. Nobody
knows why or by whom and the Takh-i-
Sulaiman mosque was not built until 1829, The
mosque exisled until 1963 and was destroyed
again on the decision of the communist
_ administration and was only rebuilt in 989,
Babar also deszribes the Masjid Jawes ot the foot
of Barakoh. There is a newly built mosque there
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and the runming water at the footl of the mouniain
5 now represented by the surviving  spring
through which the water still Rlows. The nearby
area is closed to visitors as a settiement belonging
to the 2nd century has been found and is being
excavated here. There should hove been a
meadow here. which was the resting-place for
travelers, on whom the ruffians of Oosh would
throw water Lo drench them.

Khujund - The only border open tor Khujand.
Tajkistan 15 Owvibek about [00km southeast of
Tashkent. It takes about two hours to get there
with two more 10 pet clearance from the two
customs and immigration authorities. The Uzbek
side is stern and official while the Tajik side is
uninteresied and relaxed This is followed by
62km of inhospitable barren and hilly land of
Tajkistan wntil you reach Munughal mountain
which has w0 be circumnavigated to enter the
valley right on Syr darya. The wvalley is as
beautiful as Uzbek Farghana.

The Syr is not very broad but flows rapidly. The
rnver can be crossed by two brndpes o po 10
Khujand. The roads in Tajkistun are bad and the
road from Oryebik to Khujand is worst. Most of
the people are what Babar calls Savts (Tajiks).

Features  typical of Choangaiz  Khan are
everywhere. Khujand is the second biggest city in
Tajkistan. | could see its tourist attractions in a
day on foot with case. You get a strange empty
feeling here. The people are all Muslims who
speak Dan (Persian) but a visitor cannot read a
word of what is written on the signboards as they
all are in Cyrillic script. This script was enforced
by the Russions and is sill used by their
successors. A lot of academic work is being
undertaken in the university but it remains
unknown abroad because the script is not known.

Babar describes two personalities of Khujand.
Shaikh Maslehat Khujandi. whose actual name
was Badiuddin, who lived in the | 2th century. He
was a Sufi and his mausoleum - a well preserved
building - is in the centre of town. There is a
mosque next Lo it, newly constructed. Babar had o
dream in which he was told that Shaikh Maslchat

has given him Samargand. This proved true as a
few  dovs later in 1500 he reconquered
Samargund.

The other person is Kamal Khujandi. the Persian
poet. In 1497 Babar was stationed in Khujand for
a vear, He found it 1o be very limited in resources
and was unhappy there. He praises all the fruits
of Khujand particularly the pomegranates. Afler
the evening meal that day the wife of our host
served us bananas. apples. grapes and oranges,
The :q‘.-i.'!llts were yellow and very juicy. Thinking
them to be local produce | praised the apples only
10 be told that they had been imported from Iran.
Bananas are not grown locally at all.

The remnants of the old town are by the Syr
darya. as described by Babar. The city wall
{faxeed) is of mud, The old town and castle are
being reconstructed under a UNESCO program
and ai present there is a,museum there,

Kund-i-Badam - Another town in the Farghana
valley is Kund-i-Badam. which Babar has praised
for the excellence ol its almonds, [t is now Known
s Kunbadam. It is 80km east of Khujand. The
ropd is smooth except for a few broken patches.
The police keep a close eye on travellers,
checking their papers and their speed with
cameras. There are gardens on both sides of the
road where apricots. apples.  almonds,
pomegranates and mulberry trees’ can be seen.
Fajkistan lies on the lefi while Kyrghyzistan is on
the right.

Foday there is @ dam in this region with o
reservoir called Qaragoram that has produced a
large lake. The availability of water has changed
the environment of a place Babar had described
as a desert where severe whirlwinds covered the
place with dust. He calls it '"Ha Darvesh’. A few
dervish hod lost their way here as they kept
searching for each other until they all perished.
The desert has completely vanished. We stopped
at three places to judge the velocity of the wind.
but there was none. though a pleasant cool breeze
was a delight. The town of Kund-i-Badam is new
as the old town has been destroyed by an
earthquake.
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Asfara - This is the only other town described by
Babar in the Farghana walley. It 15 30km
southeast of Kund-i-Badam. There are hills. as
described by Babar, on bath sides of the rowd,
There is no vegetation at all and the hills are
multicoloured, vellow, black and even purple.

The road is narrow and passes over u small hilly

pass to enter into Asfara. There are [bctories on
both sides of the road. Most of them are now
closed and u lot of people are jobless, Under the
Soviels everybody had some work. In the centre
of the town is a river also called Asfara and on
both of its banks are chal khanas or teahouses,
Asfarn's pullao is famous.

Babar describes a rock located two miles sguth of
the town. This shines like o mirror foaings, but
there is no trace of it now. The lown hos a
population of 60,000 thousand, There is & bazar
here but the Russians changed its character, They
moved the bazar from the centre of the town to &
site on the outskirts and enclosed it with a roofl A
signboard was erected calling it Dehgan Bazari,

In the nearby hill country Babar Fived in Sukh
and Hushyar villages after losing Samagand and
Farghana. He passed # miserable vear here, and
then decided to leave his country and proceed o
Kabul which started his story of success.

The other interesting features of this place are the
graves and tombstones by the side of the road of
- the victims of road accidents. People [eave
flowers and candles to remember theni.

It is indeed heartening to travel (o Babar's country
as ft answers many questions which arise in the
mind of anvone who reads the Babarnanta, which
is indeed a must for anyone who has a critical eye
for-af ccoount of life in the 15th century. The
book certminty ranks on 1op. | end this account of
my journcy with a verse recited o0 me by
Saifuddin Jaliloy, a professor of histors | met in
Andijan

Dunya yak sara-ey-i-o do dar axi
Har roz een sara-ey-i-gawm deegar asi

3 A

Oslo — A City of Thousand Years Old
5. Zinur Rahman

| had the opportunity to visit Oslo (Norway) 1o
attend & conference on “altermatives 1o animal
experiments”. My flight via Frankfurt reached
Gardermoen Airpert w1 7:00 PM on 11" May
2005. There are two airpons in Oslo. Gardermoen
s higger and officiafly opened in 1998, From
girport via, train, | reached my place of sy —
Roval Christiania Hotel near Central Station,
Apart from academic sctivities (see page 2-3) |
witnessed the city very closely, | almady knew
that Oslo is the oldest of the Nordic capitals and a
city surrounded by islands and forested hills.
Fortunately | went there when lois of centenary
commemoration programs were being organized
all over Oslo. The vear 2MM5 was being
celebrated ns the 10O anniversary ol the
dissolution of the wnion between Sweden and

 Norway. It was also the 100" anniversary of the

recognition of Morway as an independent country
with its own monarchy and foreign ministiry. The
dissolution of the union laid the foundation for
Morway's participation in  the  international
community, The occasion was  being
commemorated not only in Norway and Sweden,
but also internationally. Throughout 2005, varied
programmes on coltural events will be celebrated.
May 17" was the Constitution Day. | with my
other friends - RahebYusuf (an Aligarian and
living in Skien, MNorway), Tayyib Mian
(Coordinator of 1CC. Gronland, Oslo), Shaukat
Runa (a delegate like me from Pakistan), enjoyed
the beautiful programmes organized on that
specinl day. [t was a glorous mixture of [estival,
ceremony and culture, Both ladies and gentlemen
were seen in traditional uniform. School children
from Oslo and nearby cities particularly march-
possed the maln lame of the city (Karl Johans
Street) up 1o the Roval King s Palace, The King 18
suppised 10 wave each group of school when
they pass in front of the paloce on every
Constitution Day, Since the present King could
not attend this important affair a5 he was ailing,
on his behall, HRH Crown Prince Haskon
Maupgnus and princess Mette Maorit Tjessem Hoiby
performed the dutres and waived the school
children.
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Oslo is the oldest of the Scandinavian capitals, its
history going back to around M AD when the
first seftlements were buill ot the inket of the Oslo
fiord. There are some doubts as o the meaning of
the nmme of Oslo. The term of 087 can be
understood as either a long and narraw’ hill or s a
reference to a pre-Christion God. The second half
of the name. “Lo”. penerally refers o a feld.
Hence the ancient name of Oslo may either mean
“the field below the hill™ or “the field of the
Gods”. By 1300 when the construction of the
Akershus fortress and castle was started. the city
was alrcady an important trade center. It is said
that Haakon ¥ built Akershus Fortress in 1300
co. King Haakon V1 died in 1380, In 1336,
Morway  becomes a  Danish  province ond
remained in its unmion till 1814, In the same year.
whun the Norwegian Constitution was signed at
Eidsvoll, it became a part of Swedish Union, As
most of the buildings were of wooden
construction with turf roofs. the city was plagued
by Mres. Afler the great fire that destroyed the
city in 1624, the Danish king Christian V.
decided to rebuild the city around the walls of
Akershus Fortress in brick and stone, and named
it Christiania. Later, 1/3* of Christiania city was
burned again in 1686, In the area known as
Kvadraturen, some of the buildings dating from
the 17" century have been preserved Among
them, Christiania’s first Town Hall. dating from
1641 is significantly conserved.

Morway gained s independence in 19035 and
Haakon VIl became its first King. In 1925, three
hundred years alter the city had been renamed
Christianin, growing national awareness lead to a
Parliament Decree renaming the city Oslo.

The Vigeland Park at Frogmer is a unique
sculpture park, Sculptor Gustay Vigeland ( 1B69-
1943) to whom the Park is dedicated himsell
made more than 200 sculptures, “Ghost Walk™ is
another event, which | enjoved the most. This
creepy. exciting and historic walk all through the
streets of old Christiania and Akershus fortress is
very popular and is the first ghostwalk ever in
Oslo (www.oslowalk.no),

The ant and cultural life reflect the foct that the
inhabitonts of Osle come from all over the
country and from all parts of the world. | mysell
saw and met many people  from  Indian
subcontinent. Many Indians and Pakisuanis are
residing at Gronland. an area in the city of Oslo.
South Indian Temils may particolarly be seen at
various places of Oslo. s worth (o visit Oslo -
the capital of Norway.,

The Nobel Tnsiffiute in Oslo is the home of the
Morwepian Noble Commitice. and this committes
s selected by the Norwegon  Parlament
(Storing). The Nobel Committee selects the
Peace Prize winner hased on the criteria set out n
Nobel™s willy <<...the person(s) who shall have
done (he most or the best work for brotherhood
between nations. for abolition or reduction of
standing armies gnd for armanging and promoting

| pence processes>>. From 1905 until 1946 (except

| during the two World Wars), the Nobel Peace

Prize was awarded ot the Nobel Institute. As af
199100, the Pence Prize ceremony tokes place in the
Oslo City Hall on December 10" every year, the
anniversary of Nobel™s death. Alfred Nobel died
on 10" December 1896 in San Remo, ltaly.
Alfred Bemhord Mobel (1B33-1896) was the
Swedish  inventor  and  industrialist  who
established the Nobel Foundation. In his will,
Mobel decided that the interest of his fortune of
30 million kroner was o be divided into 5
calegories <<... and be rewsrded to those who in
the previous year have coniributed the most to
mankind==, In connection with the celebration of
Centenary Commemoration, the Nobel Institute is
opening o new information center. the Nobel
Pegee Centre, in the center of Oslo, This Mahel
Peace Centre, which opens on June 11, 2005, will
host a permanent exhibition of all Nobel Peace
Prize winners through history. as well as other
exhibitions, activities for children and adults,
lectures, conferences. documentation, etc. The
Centre's main objective will be o inform visitors
nhout Alfred Nobel. the Nobel Peace Prize and |
current conflicts and intermational peace efforts.
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